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1    Q.  Verify detector.

2           And why don't you tell us what that

3 is exactly.

4    A.  Okay.

5    Q.  I sense I'm going to settle in for the

6 long run.

7           Let me ask you this:  Is that once

8 you reset the Notifier, how long it will be

9 before it can be alarmed again or can respond

10 to smoke again?

11    A.  No.  No.  That's a separate setting.

12    Q.  Did you ask him that?

13    A.  That's not a setting.  That's the time

14 to reset the system.

15    Q.  Okay.  You know what, let's not get too

16 hung up on this Notifier right now, because we

17 would be here until midnight if I get --

18    A.  We could talk for a while about it.

19    Q.  It's a complex little machine; would

20 you agree with that?

21    A.  It was interesting to figure out how it

22 works.

23    Q.  And would you say that an understanding

24 of the Notifier is in some way critical to you
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1 fully formulating and giving your opinions in

2 this case?

3    A.  What I will say is that it was

4 necessary for me to understand the sequence of

5 lights on the LCD 6000, because in order to

6 determine whether or not there was an alarm or

7 not, understanding what those lights meant was

8 relevant.

9    Q.  And in order to gain that

10 understanding, you had to work with

11 Mr. Vaccaroni, is that right, asking

12 questions?

13    A.  The first thing that we did was we

14 talked to Notifier.  We called them.  I asked

15 Dan, Dr. Leiberman, to call them, and we got a

16 significant amount of information from that.

17           The second thing we did is we

18 actually bought an Exemplar, simplified, but

19 Exemplar system.

20           Once we understood the general

21 layout, as well as the general principles of

22 operation -- we actually bought some smoke

23 detectors also -- then it became necessary --

24 so to understand the sequence of the alarms,
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1 that information was actually complete.

2           To interpret the hotel's actions and

3 to determine what the alarms meant, it was

4 necessary to confirm the detector verify and

5 detector tracking settings.

6    Q.  Okay.  So one of the things you did was

7 you looked at the videotape of the camera.

8           Do you remember, is it Camera 6

9 that looks at the front desk on the ground

10 floor?

11           It doesn't matter?

12    A.  It's 5 or 6.

13    Q.  It's 5 or 6.

14           Okay.  So you did look at the video

15 camera and the videotape of what was

16 recorded --

17    A.  Yes.

18    Q.  -- with respect to the front desk --

19    A.  Yes.

20    Q.  -- of the hotel on the night in

21 question?

22    A.  Yes.

23    Q.  And you've given us a detailed written

24 account drawn from other sources as well and
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1    A.  Yes.  He gets there in ten seconds.

2    Q.  And eventually D'Arielli comes over

3 with him and they have a little talk about it,

4 if I remember correctly?

5    A.  Yes.

6    Q.  And they actually block our view for a

7 little bit, I think, don't they?

8    A.  Yes.

9    Q.  And then Mr. Scarano, in some

10 fashion -- and he described doing this, I

11 believe -- he resets it?

12    A.  Yes.

13    Q.  Fair to say?

14    A.  Yes.

15    Q.  And you have -- you don't actually --

16 we don't know the moment when he resets it; is

17 it fair to say?

18    A.  Let me clarify this.  Mr. Scarano is

19 unclear whether he reset it or whether it

20 reset itself.  He has said that he reset it.

21 Part of the reason I had looked for the

22 settings on the tracking part of the detector

23 is the smoke alarm can actually reset itself

24 if the smoke source is intermittent.
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1    Q.  Now, how do you know that?

2    A.  We -- I asked Dr. Leiberman to

3 understand what the tracking option is with

4 Notifier.  I tested a similar smoke detector

5 as the one that was in the hotel on my

6 Notifier panel.  I actually tested that.  The

7 only -- so I based on my conversations --

8 Exponent's conversations with Notifier, as

9 well as my tests on a simpler version of the

10 Notifier system, I was able to convince myself

11 that if the tracking option is enabled, the

12 smoke detector resets itself.

13           The only thing I did not know is

14 whether the tracking option was enabled in the

15 system installed at the Parco dei Principi,

16 and Mr. Aira had that information.

17           I obviously do not speak Italian.  I

18 first asked Mr. DeCandia to get that

19 information, and ultimately Mr. Vaccaroni got

20 it for me.

21    Q.  From whom?

22    A.  From Mr. Aira.

23           Now, it turns out -- and we spent a

24 lot of time trying to resolve whether the
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1 smoke detector reset itself or Mr. Scarano

2 reset it, but ultimately, either he reset it

3 or it reset itself.

4           The most interesting aspect of this

5 analysis was that it did not come on again.

6    Q.  We'll get to that in a second, okay.

7    A.  Okay.  It did not come on again --

8    Q.  Do you remember what -- sorry.  Go

9 ahead.

10    A.  It did not come on again until 5:12:59,

11 or 5:13 approximately.

12    Q.  Did you determine when, in terms of

13 minutes and seconds, when the Notifier machine

14 was either reset or reset itself after this

15 initial --

16    A.  It's not -- it was not possible to do

17 that.

18    Q.  Right.

19    A.  All I can tell you is that the panel

20 light on the LCD 6000, which is the remote

21 enunciator, it turned off at 5:10:26.

22           Therefore, the last time somebody

23 touched a button was 30 seconds previously,

24 because the delay on the LCD light is 30
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1 seconds.  Therefore, the latest Mr. Scarano

2 reset this machine was at 5:09:56.

3    Q.  Now, in order for you to be able to

4 reconstruct in the manner that you're

5 testifying about now, reconstruct events on

6 the morning of the fire by reviewing the

7 videotape, you needed to have a relatively

8 full and complete description of the workings

9 of the Notifier, correct?

10    A.  I needed to have a relatively full and

11 complete description of the workings of the

12 Notifier system, yes, sir.

13           And you had asked me a question, and

14 I neglected to give you one additional piece

15 of information.  I apologize and I will

16 supplement my answer.

17           Before I talked to Mr. Vaccaroni, I

18 also had talked Mr. DeCandia.  Mr. DeCandia --

19 I requested Mr. Tener to provide me access to

20 somebody who could give me some information

21 about the Notifier system.  Mr. Tener or the

22 hotel indicated that I should talk to

23 Mr. DeCandia.

24    Q.  As best you can recall, when was it
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1 that you were seeking this information related

2 to the Notifier?

3    A.  I was at the hotel in April 2008, and

4 one of my requests at that time was to meet

5 with Mr. DeCandia, so that I could understand

6 the Notifier system.

7    Q.  When you visited the hotel, did you

8 receive a demonstration of how the Notifier

9 worked at the front desk?

10    A.  I went over and took a look at it.  The

11 annunciator panel was there, and the

12 receptionist who was there pushed a button for

13 me and showed me what would show up.  But the

14 hotel did not allow me to trigger detectors to

15 force an alarm.

16           So I did not get a demonstration of

17 how the Notifier responded in an alarm.  I was

18 not permitted by the hotel to reset the

19 system, test the smoke detectors, any of that.

20 So I did not get a true demonstration, but

21 somebody did push a button so that I could see

22 what the LCD panel looked like when it lit up.

23    Q.  The LCD panel being the light that

24 we're looking at here?
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